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while and stayed lying down. Thus staying Buddha instructed Rev: Ananda
to give a talk to Cunda so that Cunda who had offered tneder pork-curry
to Buddha would not feel unhappy.

"Dear Ananda! people will say that I pass away because I have
pertaken the meal cooked with meat offered by Cunda. Being said thus
Cunda will become unhappy. Actually it is the fast that my passing away
is not because of that meal. Whether I pertake of that meal or not it is
certain that I will pass away today. Because Cunda has the opportunity to
after the last meal to me, he will gain greater benefit. The meal offered on
the day when Buddha will become the Enlightened Buddha and the meal
offered on the day of Buddha's passing away, are of great and equal ben-
efit.
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97. In the sal garden

In the evening Buddha reached the sal garden of Malla kings. Buddha said
to Ananda, "Dear Ananda' I feel extremely tired; lay out the royal couch
of Malla kings between two sal trees keeping the head (of the couch) to the
north."

Rev: Ananda did as instructed by Buddha. Ananda had attended his
brother Buddha for many years throughout day and night. He laid out the
place for Buddha; the present laying out for Buddha was the last one. He
was greatly affected and tears rolled down abundantly and incessantly.
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98. The last homage.

At that time many gods and brahmas came enmass and gave homage
spreading various kinds of flowers as the. last worship; worshipped with
varieties of fragrance and perfumes; worshipped singing and playing celes-
tial musical instruments. Then Buddha explained to Rev: Ananda with
regard to the kind of worship.

“Dear Ananda! such of worship does not amount to paying homage,
revering and giving respect to me. I have not fulfilled the acquired virtues
expecting such kind of worship. Actually worshipped, revered and respected
me."

At that time Malla kings and many citizens came to kusindra and
paid homage to Buddha,

The audience was so immense that it was difficult to admit one after
another for paying homage. So arrangements were made to let the people
in separate groups for paying homage. Curtains were placed around the
couch where Buddha was lying.
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99. Subhadda

Among the audience, there was a heretic named subhadda. He was old and
aged and had many doubtful facts. So wishing to ask Buddha about the
doubts, before Buddha's demise, he had come.

Subhadda asked permission to enter, but Ananda did not allow him
saying, "Subhadda! Buddha is very much worn out, so don't harass the
Buddha."

Subhadda requested three times and Rev: Ananda refused him for
three times. Buddha heard and let Subhadda to enter.

Getting permission from Buddha, Subhadda asked what he had in
mind to dispel his doubts. Buddha explained and Subhadda became satis-
fied and pleased. He requested Buddha to ordain him. Buddha permitted
him to become a monk telling rev: Ananda, "Dear Ananda! ordain
Subhadda."
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100. The last time (moment)

Gradually time had passed midnight and had reached dawn.

Keeping Buddha in the middle, monks, gods, brahmas and men sat
silently. They all were waiting in a state of suspense for the time of Bud-
dha's demise. As for Buddha, He was giving instructions that were to be
instructed.

Buddha said "Dear Ananda! don't you all think that you no longer
have a teacher; the dhamma viz; suttas (discourse), vinaya (laws and regu-
lations for the monks) and Abhidhamma (Buddhist philosophy) doctrines
will be your teacher after my demise.”

The audience remained siltent; listened to Buddha's instructions
carefully. Some were with tears in their eyes being chocked with emotion
in their chests. Some were weeping with tears rolling down abundantly and
incessantly. Buddha said, "Dear monks! if you have any doubt, ask while
I am still alive; don't repent afterwards thinking, we have not asked Bud-
dha while He is still alive.”
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101. Last admonition

The monk did not stir but remained silent. At last Buddha said, "Dear
monks! I will give my last instruction to you:... all constituent things have
the nature of perishing; be diligent and exert with mindfulness" Thus say-
ing Buddha became quiet.

That time was near dawn; sal flowers soaring in the sky fell down
gently and intermittently.
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102. Buddha's Parinibbana

Buddha passed away on Tuesday, the fullmoon day of month Kason, at the
approach of dawn in the year one hundred and forty-eight (148) of the
great era (543 B.C) Buddha passed away at the age of eighty (years) and
fortyfive years of monkhood.
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o@n Essential themes of Buddhist Lectures (Aggamahapandita U Thittila)
Jou Life of Buddha in Frescoes (Maha Bodhi Society)
Jon The Buddha, His life and Teaching (Piyadassi Thera)





